Good day,
 

Canada Post, through revenue protection,  has been enforcing the clear areas around addressing for both Lettermail and machinable admail.
 

The areas around the address block MUST be clear. The ramifications by Canada Post would be a surcharge from regular lettermail at: $0.57/pc. to a non standard rate of $1.22/pc.
 

Please insure the following: With all envelopes, areas below the 19mm (3/4") band, the area must be clear. When doing your slide test on a window envelope, insure only the address on the printed letter will show through the window at all times.
 

Canada Post prefers, for domestic delivery mail, that the country "Canada" not be in the address block.
 

Attached you will find some information regarding proper format.
 

 

 

 

Thank you
John Hamilton
Frontier Distributing
Good day,
 

Below is the most recent update from Frontier.
 

 

Canada Post rates.
 

As previously advised, Canada Post rates are increasing in all classes of mail January 11, 2010. The average increase is around 4%. We are expecting the parcel rates mid December. As soon as these have been released, we will forward to our customers.
 

USPS Rate changes:
 

The USPS will be instituting rate changes on some products and services as of January 4, 2010.
 

PRICE OF FIRST-CLASS POSTAGE WILL NOT CHANGE

The simpler way to ship — with convenient Priority Mail Flat Rate Boxes from the Postal Service — will be just as simple in the new year, when new prices take effect. 

Prices for Priority Mail, a product familiar across America through popular television and online advertisements featuring Al the Letter Carrier, will change on Jan. 4, 2010. Customers also can look forward to several Priority Mail innovations. 

In a first for the shipping industry, the Postal Service is introducing cubic volume-based pricing for large volume commercial Priority Mail shippers. Customers who ship small dense, space-efficient packages will receive a financial incentive through a new tiered pricing option. This encourages greener, more efficient shipping and is one more way the Postal Service is eco friendly.

Other benefits for Priority Mail customers effective in January include a decrease in the domestic Priority Mail Flat Rate Envelope retail price from $4.95 to $4.90. The popular Priority Mail Small Flat Rate Box will continue to be one of the best consumer values in the domestic shipping market at under $5. Its 2010 price will remain at $4.95.

Cubic volume-based pricing will not be the only first in January for customers who qualify to ship at Commercial Plus prices. A Priority Mail half-pound price, based on distance, will be added only in the Commercial Plus pricing category. And, a new Priority Mail Flat Rate padded envelope measuring 9.5 x 12.5 inches will be available exclusively for Commercial Plus shippers. This envelope is specially designed for jewelry, electronics and other delicate goods.

“We have put together a range of creative and innovative products and services for our customers,” said Robert Bernstock, president, Mailing and Shipping Services. “With these new offerings, the Postal Service is reinforcing the value of Priority Mail as the right product at the right time,” he said.

In addition to an overall price increase of 3.3 percent, on average, for Priority Mail, there will be new prices for Express Mail, Global Express Guaranteed, Express Mail International, Priority Mail International, Parcel Select and Parcel Return Service, also effective Jan. 4. 

Prices for First-Class Mail, Standard Mail, Parcel Post and other mailing services products will not change in 2010, with the cost of a First-Class Mail stamp remaining at 44 cents.

“The Postal Service is the best buy in the market, whether you’re watching your budget or gearing up as the economy starts to rebound,” Bernstock said, noting that other shippers have announced price increases of nearly 6 percent for 2010, excluding fuel surcharges. Most shippers add extra fees for fuel, rural delivery, Saturday delivery and other items to a customer’s final bill. The Postal Service has no comparable surcharges.

Customers who pay for their shipping services online will continue to save compared to retail prices. Online costs will be, on average, 5 percent less than retail for Express Mail and 5.7 percent less for Priority Mail. Online savings for international shipping will be 10 percent less than retail for Global Express Guaranteed, 8 percent less for Express Mail International and 5 percent less for Priority Mail International.

A complete listing of 2010 prices is available at http://pe.usps.com under the “Jan. 2010 Price Change” link. The new prices and product innovations are pending Postal Regulatory Commission review.

 

HST: (Harmonized Sales Tax)
 

The Province of Ontario is proposing to implement HST in Ontario late spring 2010. Currently, this HST is under considerable debate in the province. HST is a blend of 8% Provincial tax and 5% Federal tax. 
 

HST will fall under the control of Revenue Canada and will increase our GST carrying costs to 13%. In most cases, unless it is related to non-registered companies based in the USA selling in Canada, this will not have an impact on our customers. 
 

As we currently understand, Publications and books that are sold in Canada and the publisher is not registered will have to remit 13% without refund.
 

We will continue to update you on the progress and rules for HST. 

 

 

Canada and US Customs
 

Frontier and our Customs Brokers on both sides of the border have been attempting to keep up with on going changes in tariff codes, requests for more detailed information on products and the growing requirement to provide special certificates, such as new requirements for NRCAN (Natural Resources Canada), The US FDA for food products, requirements for US recording of Federal ID numbers or Social Security numbers of Consignees, requirements for NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreements)  etc, ect.
 

This usually occurs behind the scene here at Frontier, unless we have to contact you for more detailed information that is not provided on your manifests or invoices. 
 

Please insure you provide us as much detail as possible and be patient with us if we have to contact you for additional information. With On-Line release in advance of our driver reaching the border crossing, shipments cannot be processed through either US or Canada Customs until this additional requested information is received. We attempt to keep shipments off our pick up and delivery schedule until we have confirmation that the entry has actually cleared Customs to avoid delays with other customers shipments.
 

Textile, as an example, have different tariff codes for the type of cloth. Polyester, cotton, leather etc. We require the make up of the product in all cases to establish the appropriate tariff code.
 

With on-line release, we no longer are able to deal with local Customs and have to rely on information that is electronically submitted.
 

Why is the HS important?
The accurate classification of goods is a crucial component of a healthy and prosperous economy. It ensures a level playing field for all participants and enables governments to monitor the state of the economy and establish appropriate policies.

HS data is assembled from declarations of imports and exports. The data is then used to determine appropriate duty rates, negotiate trade agreements, maintain trade statistics, and effectively identify goods and shipments that pose a risk to the health, safety and security of Canada.

Please note that we have always had an excellent relationship with local Customs. However, entries are submitted electronically through another off port office and proper detail is expected to insure rating of the shipment is accurate.
 

If an inspection by Local Canada Customs occurs and errors in paperwork, as compared to actual product is determined, this would be a dramatic impact on our relationship, would delay shipments and could possibly involve stiff fines.
 

Our staff will keep you advised of any issues.   
 

Scheduling:
 

Please be aware we are coming into our annual busy season with Christmas promotions and mailers attempting to get into the mail prior to postal increases. In order to accommodate drop dates that you require, we need your assistance in providing us updated schedules and insuring the material is here in a reasonable time for processing.
 

Winter weather is also approaching which could cause delays in transportation. 
 

Please impress upon your scheduling department and customers the need to insure we have the time to process your mail.
 

Holiday closing dates:
 

As a reminder, Canada Post and Frontier will be closed on:  Dec. 25th for Christmas Day
                                                                                       Dec. 28th to observe Boxing Day
                                                                                       Jan. 1st for New Years Day
 

Any questions, please advise.
 

Thank you
John Hamilton
Frontier Distributing
